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Bid & Hammer c.'eléb\i'ates
its centenary with Indian greats

ELEBRATING 100 yvears since the
inception of its parent company,
auction house Bid & Hammer
curatesrare worksof art by some of
the country’s finest contemporary
artists — from Raza and Hussain to
Ram Enmarand Tagaore. As theaue-
tion is scheduled to take place in
New Delhinext Friday, webring you
asneak peek.

“We have adhered closely to our
stringent standards,” says Maher
Dadha, chairman and managing
director, about their exhaustive
selectionprocess. “Wehavefocussed
on rare, ground-breaking works by
progressive and modernist artists,”
he explains, adding that the works
include those from private collec-
tions,somethingtheyareventuring
into for the first time. “We have
works from the estates of Nandlal
Bose (eminent Bengali artist) and
Radha Devi Goenka (social activist
andMaharashtrian freedomfighter
whowas known to be an avid collec-

tor), in addition to some from the
private collections of Varsha and
Dinesh Thacker (art enthusiasts
and collectors),” shares Dadha.

Other works come from the col-
lections of Hemendranath
Mazumder (patronised artist by the
Royals and native States of India)
and His Highness Sir Udaychand
Mahtab, the Maharaja of Burdwan
Raj, inaddition tospecial workslike
those gifted to Namrata Shirodkar
and Mohammed Ali Baig by MF
Hussain personally

Going,
While Shirodkar’s pieces(aMother
Theresaand two horses) were given
toher by Hissain duringthe filming
of Gaja Gamini, the one given to
Baigcomeswithaveryspecialletter
from the artist himself, where he
describes thework as, " this piece of
artis dedicated tothe artitself™.
Another unigque entry in this auc-
tion are the two works on Varanasi
by Raza and Ram Kumar: “They are
hugely significant because they
come from two separate eras and
styles of art and vet represent the
sametheme,” enthuses Dad ha as he
points to other artists from the
famed Bengal School on offer; like
Tagore, Mamimdar, Jam ini Roy and

SH Raza- Untitled (Lot 53)
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Judith Fairbairn & Ian Felton

Sailoz Mookerjea. Someof thecoun-
try 'smosthighly valued Progressive
artists round off the auction with
names like Vasudeo Gaitonde, FN
Souza and Tyeb Mehta touted to be
highest sellers, apart from the Raza
and Ram Kumar works mentioned.
The auction does not restrict
itself solely to paintings and so
includes stone sculptures, wooden
panels and Indian miniature paint-
ings like the intricate 8th century
stone stele of Gautam Buddha.

Thetotalvalueof the 86 lotsonoffer
rangesfrom T18to 25crores.

7om. At The Imperial, New Delhi.
Details: bidandhammercom

—Susanna Chandy



