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‘Cosmic Dance of Sival’
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Chaola bronzes from Tami Nadu in southern India and the Natarajaimages, of the Hindu God Siva as Lord of Dance represent
one of the world's great statuary bronze traditions in an era precading the Italian Renaissance. If Leonardo Da Vinci in the
16" century famously bridged the two worlds of art and science, then the makers of the 10" century Nataraja bronze achieved
something noless visionary. Representing a tantalizing mult-dimensional synthesis of ari, technology, dance and poetry. its
enigmatic metaphors take on a new significance a millennium lates in our scientific age.

These ideas are richly elucidated and in fact, dazzlingly mirrored in a
photographic exhibition and lecture cum Bharata Natyam dance
performance ‘Cosmic Dance of Siva® by Dr. Sharada Srinivasan,

Whereas the Nataraja is often philosophically described as the
‘Cosmic Dance of Sival’, Dr. Sharada Srinivasan speculates whether
aspects of its worship actually drew from cosmic observations such as
of Orion (Ardra-darsanam) at the Chidambaram temple and the July
1054 supernova explosion. Her archaeometallurgical studies show
how science may reveal aspects beyond the art historian's vision with
the finding that the Nataraja was probably cast by the Pallava period (¢
800). On the other hand, by exploring the infrospective dance
tradition, the casting rituals, the hymns of Tamil poets-saints and the
inspiration of the widowed Chola patron, queen Sembiyan Mahadevi,
she conveys aspacts which are metapharically beyond vision'....

_..a fascinating theme which merges the world of ant with its

phitosophical sensibilities with that of sclence and precision...”
Nino Ciccarone, Director, Alliance Frangaise Bangalore






